Christmas Corona Chronicle
A publication of the Qld Branch of the RSCDS: edited by Lyn Freshwater
Please email contributions to Cathy McLeod: pczb@bigpond.net.au
SCD Qld Facebook: email Fran (beausaer@tpg.com.au) if you need help

Christmas edition …
In the spirit of Christmas, here is our gift to you a Christmas edition of the Corona Chronicle. If
you haven’t gotten on top of your Christmas gift
list, may we suggest gift vouchers for SCD classes
for your friends or something for a pandemic:

Here in Queensland we have been able to dance
(with hands) since August, as long as we had a
Covid Safe Plan – members only, and no shared
food, unless it has been prepared by a caterer
with a Covid Safe plan! [Tongs also feature
prominently. Photo from St Andrew’s social.]
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So sanitising hands between each dance has
become the new normal for us, as well as social
distancing when we aren’t dancing. Maybe next
year we can resume hugs! We are indebted to
AusDance Qld for all that they have done to
enable all Qld dance classes to get back to
dancing.
A highlight of our
year was being
free to cross the
border into NSW
last weekend and
dance with a newly
formed group of
dancers in
Tenterfield.
David, the teacher for the group, had travelled
to classes in Brisbane prior to lockdown. With
the borders remaining closed until recently he
found himself unable to return to dancing with
the rest of us. So, he set up his own group. The
group (who have only been dancing since
October) made us all very welcome over three
great nights of dancing. We all had so much fun
that we plan to make this an annual event.

No dancing for our groups here in Nova Scotia. We
have had several outdoor gatherings with masks
and some awkward dancing - not particularly
satisfying. So, we are having monthly zoom
sessions - with a bit of solo dancing and pub quiz
style fun things. Good to "see" and talk to one
another. Nova Scotia has been extremely fortunate
(or super careful) and our numbers are only
starting to rise now that children are back in
school and people are spending more time indoors.
Have a Happy and Safe Christmas, to all of the Qld
dancers! Lydia (Nova Scotia)

Are You Dancing Yet?
We feel so fortunate that we are able to be dancing
together again. Here are some stories from other
dancing groups around Queensland, Australia and
the world. For those of you not yet dancing, we
hope that with the promise of a vaccine, 2021 will
see you all back on your dancing feet.
Sydney is dancing…in places. Sydney Branch has
been holding Ladies Step Dancing classes once a
fortnight in
place of
SCD since
July. This
(mostly)
solo display
dance form
includes
National
Dances such
as The
Scottish
Lilt, dances with Highland setting steps such as The
Shepherd’s Crook and a whole host of things in
between from the traditional to the newly devised.
The usual branch class will resume in early 2021
and we hope to run occasional step dance
workshops through the year.
The branch moved all the major social events to
zoom meeting for most of the year; the ball, winter
social, know your dance social and end of year
social were all danced in various venues connected
online. It was fun to move the furniture and have
just one set of good friends dancing together, but
rather exhausting at times.
The Teachers Liaison Group have been assisting the
Unit 4&5 candidates in gaining teaching experience
with small group dance classes where the dancers
maintain social distancing and even wear masks.
Several clubs in Sydney & the surrounding area
have recommenced dance classes. Caringbah,
Killara (at someone’s house sometimes), Scots on
The Rocks (in a new venue), Avalon (a brand new
club), Beecroft, Eastwood, Bodalla.
Diana (Sydney)

A wee note to let you know that Prince Edward
Island had a joyous dance party on Friday evening
in the Carriage House. There were a total of 19 of
us - all of whom had been dancing on Wednesdays
since mid-September. Our program included mostly
basic dances (e.g. Lady Charlotte Bruce, Saint John
River, Jessie’s Hornpipe, White Cockade) plus five
English Country dances. Folks were soooo happy to
be dancing together and were all dressed up for
the occasion.
Over the past few weeks, I have been teaching
Prince Edward Assembly to the whole group
(including a number of very new dancers) as a
'class project’ and the two sets sailed through it the penultimate dance on the program. There was
much cheering and applauding after the final bow!
Then we had a lunch (we have a couple who have
their catering licence and they prepared little
separate ‘lunch boxes' for everyone). One of the
new dancers (who is Chinese and has limited
English) shared a lovely Chinese dance with us that
is meant to wish happiness, health and prosperity
to all. That was followed by a short Chinese song
by her and her Chinese friend. A spontaneous and
unusual ceilidh.
We all realized, with great joy, how extremely
fortunate we were to have been dancing all Fall
(with the permission of Public Health) and to be
able to have such an event in these difficult
times. Brenda (Prince Edward Island) deviser of
the dance Prince Edward Assembly, mentioned
above.
For most of us here in New Zealand, our dancing
year (such as it was), has drawn to a close but
what fun we have had attending as many Final
Nights as possible. After our second lock down
(losing 6 weeks of dancing), we were able to
continue through to the end of our dancing year.
We were always conscious that many other dancers
around the World hadn’t danced at all or only very
little and at Annual Dances or even just Club
nights, we made mention of how lucky we were.
Summer dancing on lawns will start in early
January in most regions. Our NZ Branch AGM will
be held by Zoom this year and shows how
adaptable we can become when our freedom is
restricted.
A very Merry Christmas to all dancers and a sincere
wish that 2021 is NOTHING like 2020.
Fiona (New Zealand)

Quite a few groups in Adelaide, including the
Branch Class, started dancing here when
restrictions were first eased. Some tried contact
free dancing but most relied on as much distancing
as possible and the usual sanitising routines. Other
groups decided to wait until 2021, as have a
number of usually regular dancers.
A new Ladies Step class started in July and has
continued with a keen group of up to 10 dancers.
The Saturday night social group held a successful
Halloween social with two sets dancing and are
hoping to have their usual Hogmanay.
Everything got stopped again when our most recent
lockdown happened and as a result our AGM and
what was to be our 'Final Fling' social had to be
moved to January. We will also be having a January
social in honour of Jean Lumsden who died earlier
this year when numbers at funerals etc were very
restricted.
Let's hope for a safe and busy year of dancing in
2021. Have a very happy Christmas
Caroline (Adelaide)
Season’s Greetings from Noosa. Dance Classes
started five weeks ago and have been well
supported. Covid Protocols are adhered to before,
during and after class. Measures include social
distancing between dances, hand sanitising after
each dance and sanitising of chairs, light switches
and table. Additionally, giving of hands is optional
during the dance. Dances with Promenade or
Allemande are being put on the back burner for
now.
Class numbers have been between 8/10. This
number will increase as others have committed to
return in 2021.First dance class in 2021 is
scheduled for 25th January followed by our annual
Sausage Sizzle and picnic on the bank of the Noosa
River, early February..
Jim (Noosa)
Ps What do you get when you cross a Christmas
Tree with an IPad? A Pine Apple
We are far away from dancing in Germany at the
moment, on the contrary they are talking about
locking down everything except grocery stores and
pharmacies over Christmas. (We had almost 30,000
new infections with nearly 600 deaths in Germany
yesterday!)
We danced in summer - of course with rules. We
had to develop hygiene measures and we had a
limit of people, but at least we had the opportunity
to dance again.
Germany always has a lot of rules, so e.g. we had
to develop a system to avoid waiting crowds in
front of the school hall we are dancing in ("crowd"
in this context means more than two people),
people sitting out not meeting and chatting, no
spectators etc. At first only 10 people were allowed
to do sports together (with giving hands and no

social distance). As our hall was large enough to fit
three groups of 10 people, we had to figure out a
plan to deal with more than 10 people showing up.
Ten people out of one group were not allowed to
mingle with the other group of ten. Once you’d
joined a group you had to stick with those people
for the rest of the night and the groups had to stay
away from each other. As two people can hardly do
a dance together how do you arrange sets with 12
people showing up and keep all sets dancing?
Particularly if one comes late or has to leave early
and you can’t swap in... It was complex - but just
as we had everything figured out they allowed 30
people to do sports together - great! no problems!
We only had to keep a list with those attending,
just in case, the health department had to track
the contacts. And we had to watch out not to
exceed the limit of 30 in the hall. So we started to
register for class. Well, it had some good points as
well. Our group now got connected online and we
use a platform to register for class and exchange
information. Lots of technical stuff, but it worked
So we were quite happy dancing for about two
months. In real life it turned out that many of the
problems-in-theory didn´t occur. Some dancers
preferred to keep their social distancing and didn’t
come to class at all and we were rarely more than
10. We could leave the doors and windows open (it
was summer!) to get the air circulation correctly
done and we used hand sanitizer between the
dances. So all the worries beforehand were not
needed, but better to be safe than sorry.
Unfortunately in October, after the autumn
holidays, numbers of infections increased again
dramatically (worse than in March) so the German
government decided on a second lockdown that
they called "lockdown light" lasting the whole of
November. Schools and shops stayed open, but all
restaurants, bars, theatres, cinemas and museums
had to close. Of course, all sports had to stop too.
We had hoped to do a little Christmas Party in our
group, but numbers of infections didn´t go down.
We try to make the best of it and instead of class
we meet in a video conference (we’re on Jitsi).
This way we can see and talk to each other at least
and keep in touch. We just tried to dance together
virtually (a bit like the RSCDS online class) - and it
worked! So we’re now planning our virtual
Christmas Party for next Thursday. It’s not the
same, but at least something. We all have to adapt
to the new situation. And not all changes we were
forced to make are bad.
Anett (Hamburg)

From the field….
When in Tenterfield, many Queensland dancers
were able to visit Desley and Michael at their
Deepwater home (see CC 2) for afternoon tea. It
was lovely to see them both looking so well.

Just to say thank you all so much for all the hard
work you have done over the past months. I have
really enjoyed your publications! I am also really
jealous that you can now dance! Stay safe and
well - all of you.
Alice Archibald (Scotland)
Thanks for the bumper final edition of CC. I think I
have now watched all the material you linked us
to, including my own favourite dances (well why
not?)
I loved the medley from Penn (plus of course
several other new Holderness vlogs that had
appeared since I last looked). I must admit that the
merchandise is very tempting – did you have to
draw my attention to it?
My best wishes go to you all for the entertainment
and inspiration you have provided for so many
dancers.

Feedback for CC15

I hope things go well as Queensland returns to
dancing. Some of our groups are back dancing but
the rest of us want to hold off until the Victorian
situation is resolved. I am, however, enjoying
doing Ladies Step with a small group – quite a
challenge for those of us who have lost strength
and balance during isolation!
Hoping to see you all when Australian dancers
meet up again
Caroline, Adelaide.

Thank you all from the bottom of my heart for
keeping me in touch via the wonderful Corona
Chronicles. You guys did an outstanding job of
producing an informative and fun publication. I
wish we were closer to a return to dancing here,
but there are a lot of my countrymen who are not
doing their part.

A wonderful final Corona Chronicle. I will be
keeping this version in particular for historical
reasons. What an amazing job you have all done to
provide us with so much pleasure during this
unforgettable time during the Coronavirus.
Your dedication to content has been truly
inspiring.

Here in Maine, we have very little virus thanks to a
tough approach from our governor. I hope it stays
that way. I have been enjoying the RSCDS
broadcasts and will definitely put Australian Winter
Schools on my list of "must dos" in the future. In
the meantime my class talks about dancing in
parking lots with lots of hand sanitizer but we
haven't done anything serious yet. Enjoy your
dancing - I'll be thinking of you and thanks again for
sending me the Chronicles over the past few
months.
Jane in Maine

Robert Templeton has forwarded the Chronicle to
his Oatlands class and to our Hobart class Tascal,
whose members have enjoyed so much this
communication during lock down and working our
way back to dancing together again.
Stay safe and well.
Dianne Mellor, Old Beach Hobart

This photo is of a seated version of the dance,
Deepwater Reel, written for D and M some years
ago! There was much shuffling and movement of
chairs to fit everyone in the room! And many
hands across for cups of tea and cake.
_________________

Thank you very much. We've looked forward to
receiving them, and thoroughly enjoyed all you
have thoughtfully compiled. Looking forward to
returning to the dance floor.
John and Sharon Pinson (Gold Coast)
Have enjoyed reading the Corona Chronicle. It has
been interesting - a job well done!
Phyllis :-)

Thank you all very much for the effort you have
made to keep contact with me (and us). It must
have taken much time and is very much
appreciated. I have contact on a computer briefly
at times now but will definitely catch up on all the
news at some time, though have missed out on
much of it so far - but have enjoyed what I have
seen. Allan Clancey (St Philips)
Congratulations once again on your Corona
Chronicles!!!
Ros (Hunter Valley)

_________________

On a lighter note….
The virus has inspired a different range of cards
from those we usually have at Christmas. If you’re
looking for something that may become a
collector’s item for future generations then head
online:

Coronavirus Parody Songs
Since our last Chronicle, the Covid parody song
writers have moved on to Christmas and the
possibility of a vaccine:
Rudolph The Red-Nosed Reindeer
Rudolph the red-nosed reindeer
Had a new, persistent cough
And if you ever heard it
You’d make him take a fortnight off
Deck The Halls
Deck the halls with lots of hand gel
Fa la la la la, la la la la
’Tis the season to be careful
Fa la la la la, la la la la
Don we now our face apparel
Fa la la, fa la la, la la la
Ban choirs singing Christmas carols
Fa la la la la, la la la la

More songs with a Christmas flavour:







12 Days of Christmas and 12 Days of
Quarantine
We’re going to quarantine this Christmas
Covid Christmas
Have yourself a merry little Covid
If Christmas Songs were about quarantine
Baby it’s Covid outside!

Vaccine songs:
 Who’s Gonna Find The Vaccine - parody Of
Paul Kelly’s How To Make Gravy
 Vaccine 1– to the Dolly Parton tune Jolene
(and another to the same tune)

_____________

One Xmas eve, Pete & Jane were driving their
Russian friend Rudolph back to his house.
The weather outside was terrible!
Jane asked Pete, “Do you think that’s sleet or
rain out there?”
“I think it’s rain, Jane” said Pete.
“I think it’s sleet, Pete” said Jane.
Rudolph chimed in, “It’s definitely rain, Jane.”
“No, I really think it’s sleet, Rudolph” said Jane.
“Don’t argue with the expert, Jane” said Pete.
“Because Rudolph the RED knows rain, dear!”
(Thanks Jim)

Vaccine, vaccine, vaccine, vaccine I’m waiting for you to
take away my mask
Vaccine, vaccine, vaccine, vaccine, Moderna’s testing,
Pfizer says they can
Your duty is beyond compare, tested in a lab somewhere
with lab coats, and lots of PPE
Haven’t left my house since spring, watching bands via
livestreams, and I cannot wait to get you, vaccine.
If 2020 ended now, and I could get to you somehow, I'd
celebrate in line for you, Vaccine.
Vaccine, Vaccine, Vaccine, Vaccine I’m waiting for you
to take away my mask …….

_____________

And if you’ve been wondering what our other
favourites have been up to recently:
 Olive and Mabel – maybe you can hire
them to assemble your Christmas gifts
 the Holderness Family – Christmas will
make it better
 Captain Tom – at 100 is off to Barbados!
_____________

_______________

Cooking with the
Kitchen Fairy
Step 1 – gather ingredients (and cooking
costume)

Today is … Mice Day
…On this day in 1946 E.B. White, author of Stuart
Little (the story of a mouse born to a normal
American family) wrote to his editor:
I feel like the millionth person through a
turnstile - dazed and happy. Dear me,
100,000 books!

250g Nice biscuits
(or Vita Brits)
3 tablespoons cocoa
powder
1/2 cup desiccated
coconut
395g can condensed
milk
1/2 teaspoon vanilla
extract
1.5 tablespoons rum
(adjust for your taste)
2/3 cup sultanas

White’s editor, Ursula Nordstrom, had written to
tell him that Stuart Little had sold a hundred
thousand copies.

Step 2 – place all
ingredients in a bowl
and mix well (being
careful to leave as
much in the bowl as
possible and not on
the floor)

Twelve years later, E.B.
White wrote
Charlotte’s Web, but
for many years Stuart
Little was a top
favourite.
Fran’s chosen
Celebrations to mark
the day.

Next Thursday is…
Christmas Eve
…This is the most important night for Christians,
since this was the night before Christ was born.
On Christmas Eve the fires and candles of
Christmas are lit.

Step 3 - roll a
spoonful into a ball
and then roll in
more coconut (this
can be trickier
than it looks)

In Australia there is a special custom, Carols by
Candlelight,
where people
gather in parks to
sing Christmas
Carols together.
Enjoy the
Christmas Tree
Step 4 – share with
friends. Find a good
cleaner.

December 31 is … The
End of the Year
…tomorrow will be New Year’s Day.
It’s time for a New Year’s Resolution! Is it going
to be bigger and better and even harder to keep
than this year’s one? Welcome 2021.
Happy New Year to Everyone

Cathy’s Class
It’s the Nineteenth of December. Everyone is
getting excited for the upcoming celebration
Christmas!
Families gather. In the land of the Southern Cross ,
it’s hot – people spend Summer on the Beach, or
Under a Shady Tree, watching Wallabies Wandering
across the parched earth.
The children are excited because Santa is Coming!
This year, to The Twins' Delight , there are Ruby
Slippers and a Rubik's Cube under the tree for them.
And for everyone, a Piece of Christmas Cake, and
Deb always brings Christmas Crackers.
And after Christmas dinner, everyone must Tarry A
While – the young lads and lassies love to sing and
dance in A Christmas Ceilidh, while the old folk sit
back and watch, and maybe have a quiet snooze in
the corner!
Granny always said that, back in Scotland,
Hogmanay was the Special Occasion of the season,
and everyone sang Auld Lang Syne to remember
days gone by. What a Beau my Granny Was!
Merry Christmas, everyone, and a Happy New Year!

_________________

Dances for a Year to Remember
We will always remember 2020 for things other than
Scottish country dancing, but in case we forget,
here are some dances to remind us: the Covid
Lockdown Strathspey , the Corona Virus Reel & The
Hand Sanitiser Strathspey.
There is a story to the first dance. During the Covid
lockdown in Italy, Samuele Graziani became isolated
in a household with 3 other competent Scottish
country dancers. After publishing more than 50
dance videos on Youtube, one per day, they decided
it was time to devise their own dance, the Covid
Lockdown Strathspey which represents this period:

Bryan’s Plant for Christmas
The obvious choice could be a Christmas Tree,
but the pine trees which are often sold for this
purpose are exotic and we prefer to focus on
native species. So, we usually decorate a potted
hoop pine in our sitting room at Christmas time.
But hoop pines featured in Corona Chronicle 8.
So, what native plant do we feature for Christmas?
I have chosen Christmas bells (Blandfordia
grandiflora). The name Christmas bells brings to
mind
the
sound
in the
UK of
church
bells
on

Christmas day and on Sunday mornings
throughout the year, a cheerful melody which we
miss here in Queensland.
Christmas bells is an endemic Australian species
which may be found in the wild on damp soils in
coastal areas between the Hawkesbury River and
Fraser Island and as far inland as Glen Innes. It is
perennial, with leaves and flowering stems to a
height of 80cm. It flowers from late spring to
early summer.
In this photo (which for various reasons brings to
mind the Frederick McCubbin painting ‘Down on
his luck’), Bryan is looking (unsuccessfully) for
Christmas Bells in Boonoo Boonoo National Park,
Tenterfield.

Bars 1-8: The virus is born and spreads
Bars 9-16: Lockdown: no contact with
others, you can't go around, you have to
stay at home
Bars 17-24: The lockdown decreases, there
are the first openings, some things can be
done but still no contact
Bars 25-32: Returning to normal life, Covid
was defeated.
Let’s attempt to make the video go viral (or perhaps
pandemic)! View it and then pass it on to an SCD
friend.

______________

______________

The last word(s)
Santa knows if you’ve been naughty or nice!

__________________________________

Remember that Christmas only comes once a year!
__________________________________

Trending on SCD Qld Facebook
Hilarious ceilidh!
A Wee Polka
It's beginning to sound like Christmas!
Fantastic Feet
Memories

Soon to trend: Ross and the Roadies
Loch Lomond

